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Religious Immigrant Experiences in the US
Religion refers to a set of beliefs about the cause, nature, and reason for the universe's existence and its occupancy. The United States of America has been a Christian Nation for since history can date. Since the 1960s, Christianity, Islam, and Judaism accounted for most religious groups who dominated the nation with Churches, Mosques, and Synagogues as their worship places, respectively. Today, American religion is diverse and dynamic, comprising many other religions such as Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains, and Bahais. Religion is the central defining force of the Americans. The US has people (men, women, and children) of different religions from each corner of the world. Many of these different forms of religions found themselves in the US due to escaping both religious and political persecutions from their motherland countries. 
Immigration refers to the act of entering into a foreign country and establishing permanent residence. The American religious diversity was contributed by the immigration of different people with different ethnicities, faith, and identity. With the increase in immigrants and diverse religious and cultural viewpoints, Christians, Muslims, and the Jews started facing different experiences in the country. Today, the Muslims are fighting to recognize America as a Judeo-Christian-Muslim nation as they continue facing religious and political persecutions from the native Americans (Gillis et al. 2003). Due to the different categories of immigrants in the country, ethnic and religious discrimination cases have been on the rise; Hispanics, African-Americans, Jewish, and Muslims have fallen victims to the heritage of western colonization. The native Americans have a challenge of accepting other immigrant religions and balancing the diversities as the interactions have resulted in the corrosion of opposite religious values and beliefs. As demonstrated by (Esposito et al. 2000), Catholics have faced discrimination and exclusion in the US since colonial times.
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